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INTRODUCTION 
Initiated by the Tanzania Diaspora Initiative in partnership with the Government of the United Republic 
of Tanzania, in particular the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, The Dispora Homecoming Conference (DHC), is a two day convention that 
will take place in Dar es Salaam on the 14th & 15th of August 2014 aiming to bring together members of 
the Diaspora and those interested in tapping into the Diaspora. The DHC aims to be an annual event and 
is born out of the understanding that: 

1. There is an increasing importance of the Diaspora in Tanzania’s development agenda as it is a 
source of human/financial capital, enables integration into the global economy and promotion 
of Tanzania as an investment and tourism destination. 

2. Yet, there is an evident and significant disconnect between the Diaspora and Tanzania (locals) 
when it comes to utilizing this potential prompting recent and increasing number of 
interventions to address this gap, which to a large extent, have focused on activities in the 
countries in which the Diaspora live.  

3. The Diaspora Homecoming Conference (DHC), by being hosted in Tanzania, aims to be the first 
such intervention to effectively bring this dialogue back home giving the Diaspora agenda a 
stronger local connection. 

RATIONAL 
The DHC idea is driven by the need to connect with the Diaspora functionally and emotionally by giving 
both locals and members of the Diaspora tangible and intangible gains that can be permanently 
associated with the event. We believe this can be achieved by:  

1. Promoting the event as a business forum and maintaining a serious/ business tone and engaging 
unique value propositions that appeal to the target’s need for value for money/time including, 
but not limited to: Dar Stock Exchange share offers, Property offers, Employment opportunities, 
Market (within and outside and outside Tanzania) prospects, Joint venture prospects etc. The 
DHC aims to work closely with various stake holders to create unique value proposition will be 
available only to those who attend. 

2. Infusing nostalgic sentiments and forging an intimacy with the Tanzania. At the core of this 
initiative is the belief that ‘home is where it is at’ (‘Nyumbani ni nyumbani’) and the power that 
sparking a positive connect with Tanzania will have on stimulating more interaction with the 
Diaspora. The DHC will use emotional levers that aim to invoke these sentiments including, but 
not limited to: local food (from zege to ubuyu), captivating narratives about invaluable parts of 
our unique history (utani, stories, jkt), a photo galary/montage and the promise of an intimate 
encounter with the people defining Tanzania’s future lead by HE President Dr. Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete. 
 
 
 



 

 

ACTIVITIES 
The DHC will comprise three 3 core activities: 
DHC Conference 

1. This is a 2day conference to be held on 14th & 15th of August. This is the flagship event of the 
convention and will be conducted in a panel discussion with panelists and 300 conference 
conveners. 

2. The main theme for the conference is ‘Connect, Engage, Inform & Invest’ and the following are 
proposed topics for which the panelists will be required to present on: 

a. DAY 1: Redefining Investment Opportunities in Tanzania 
b. DAY 2: Minerals & Energy Sector – what is in it for Tanzanians? 

3.  The panel sessions will convene twice daily between 10:00am and 12:00pm and 14:00pm and 
16:00  

4. Each session will comprise of at least 2 prominent stakeholders in the areas being discussed  
representing both the Diaspora and locals as speakers 

5. The panel session will be conducted in both Swahili & English with instructional material 
produced in English 

6. It is proposed that HE President Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete grace Day 1 of the event to set the 
tone for the events to follow between 9:00am and 10:00am  

7. It is also proposed that leaders of the Diaspora communities around the world are invited and 
hosted at the cost of the event organizers. 

8. The conference will be convened using state of the art conferencing facilities and that the 
speakers sit on chairs on stage in facing the audience with a multimedia super backdrop in a 
style that make the panelists more accessible..  

9. The conference will be moderated by experienced moderators and comprise of entertainment 
including a picture gallery and narratives delivered by Mpoto. 

10. All conference attendees will provided with tea , lunch and hosted to a networking cocktail on 
Day 1 

DHC Exhibition 
1. This is a spillover activity that will take place during the conference preferably in an adjoined 

venue. 
2.  The exhibition will target members of the Diaspora and local interest parties who wish to 

showcase their activities, products, ideas, opportunities at this event. The aim is to appeal to 
exhibitors who will underscore our need to avail tangible value propositions to the attendees 
including but not excluded to: property developers, investors, banks, insurers, brokers, 
employers, prospectors, Government, social security firms, hotels & resorts. 

3.  Each exhibitor will be provided with an exhibition stall fitted with lighting, power supply, 2chairs 
and a table. The exhibitors will be required to animate their booths at their own costs. 



 

Gala Dinner 
1. The convention will culminate with a 3course sit down gala dinner event. It is proposed that the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MoFAIC) Hon Bernard Membe grace 
this event as Guest of Honor. 

2. The event will bring together the conference attendees, exhibitors, sponsors and other 
interested parties 

3. This event will feature performances by local and Diaspora talent that will offer a unique 
entertainment experience. It is proposed that Mama Africa Circus (Tanzania’s most traveled 
cultural troupe) open the events with their unique blend of acrobats and energetic dance. It is 
proposed that Skylight Band (One of Tanzania’s fastest growing bands serenade the affair with a 
wide range of music that appeals to the target. It is proposed that Lady Jaydee, arguably 
Tanzania’s top diva and longest reigning bongo flava royalty, perform as the main act at the 
event. And lastly it is proposed that an artist be selected from the Diaspora to perform. 

4. The event will also be used as a platform to launch the virtual resource center hosted through 
www.tanzaniadiaspora.com 

5. The event will be hosted by a celebrity MC like Taj Lihundi 
 

APPROACH 
To ensure the success of these activities, the project will be undertaken broadly in three parts: pre-
event, during-event, post-event: 
Pre event 

1. Pre event will comprise primarily of promotions, registration mobilization and operational 
activities to support the event day activities. 

2. The promotion will comprise of a launch press conference (where it is proposed that we have an 
endorsement statement from the Minister of MoFAIC), traditional and new media campaign 
(based on the theme), direct marketing through Missions and Diaspora events hosted 
internationally and potential exhibitors/sponsors, participation in trade fairs (eg DITF2014) 
amongst other things. The promotion campaign with target members of the diaspora, locals and 
potential exhibitors. 

3. Registration mobilization will be a key part of the promotion campaign but will most effectively 
rendered through a dedicated website (www.tanzaniadiaspora.org) and social media activity to 
drive traffic in its favor.  

4. Operational activities required prior to the event include graphics design & production invite 
distribution, RSVP, planning meetings, administration/ office support, communication, and 
transportation. 

During event 
1. During event will comprise primarily of coordination meetings, administration/ office support, 

communication, storage and transportation. 
2. During the event we mobilize and ensure coverage through new and traditional media and 

employ the use of live casting via twitter, facebook and web streaming 



 

3. This part will also comprise of services like registration, security, IT & conferencing jamming, 
document 

Post event 
1. Post event will comprise of reporting and continuous engagement of diaspora members and 

other Diaspora interested parties through resource center hosted online through the website 

 

STATUS  
The following is status of what has been done as of May 8, 2012: 

1. Booking of venue has been done with the Serena Hotel for which confirmation is subject to a 
deposit being paid by the first week of June. 

2. Engagement has been done of an event management firm namely Masoko Limited to scope and 
oversee the execution of the stated activities. 

3. The website www.tanzaniadiaspora.com has been activated to facilitate the registration drive. 

4. A letter have been sent inviting HE President Dr Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete to officiate the launch of 
convention 

5. Letters requesting sponsorship have been sent to various prospects including CRDB Bank PLC, 
NSSF, Agakhan Development Foundation. 

6. Information of the event has been sent to various social media entities including Michuzi Media 
Group (Michuzi blog) 

 


